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Living Water Lutheran Church exists to give the triune God's pure gospel in Word and 
sacrament to thirsty souls in our congrega on, our community, and the world. 

Last month I drove past my 
grandparents’ old house for the first 

me in well over a decade. As I got 
within thirty minutes of the property, 
I thought out loud, “I don’t remember 
this area being this beau ful.” 
Certainly, the filtered sunlight as it 
peeped through the October clouds 
played a factor. To be sure, the fall 
colors didn’t hurt. (We normally saw 
Grandpa and Grandma in summer or 
during the holiday season.) But what 
really struck me were the rolling hills 
and the boun ful forests and 
farmland at the top of each crest. 

I didn’t remember the area around 
my grandparents’ home being that 
beau ful. Part of that was me being 
a kid more concerned with playing 
handheld video games (remember 
those?) or listening to my portable 
CD player (remember those too?) as 
he rode in his parents’ conversion 
van. But part of that was not taking 
seriously what the inspired writer of 
Psalm 65 said, “The whole earth is 
filled with awe at your wonders; 
where morning dawns, where 
evening fades, you call forth songs of 
joy.” 

Have you recently had an experience 
like the one I just described—where 
you (re)discovered the beauty of 
some part of God’s crea on? Maybe 
you had to get up earlier than 
normally and saw a sunrise for the 
first me in a while. Maybe you quit 
fiddling with the radio in the car and 
were able to no ce that stretch of 
countryside on your way into work. 
Maybe your son or granddaughter 
gawked in wonder at the moon, and 
it made you take a second look, too. 

“The whole earth is filled with awe at 
your wonders; where morning 
dawns, where evening fades, you call 
forth songs of joy.” 

That last phrase—“you call forth 
songs of joy”—reminds me of one of 
my favorite parts of the upcoming 
Thanksgiving Day holiday. Typically, 
our Thanksgiving Eve service is 
heavy with hymns. While we may be 
cramming in hymns that may not fit 
as well elsewhere in the church year, 
we also are simply doing what God 
and his crea on naturally lead us to 
do—sing his praise joyfully. It is a 
unique worship atmosphere, and I 

FILLED WITH AWE 

The whole earth is 

filled with awe at 

your wonders; 

where morning 

dawns, where 

evening fades, 

you call forth songs 

of joy. 

—Psalm 65 8 (NIV) 



 

hope you join others to 
raise your voices in songs of 
joy. 

But at the very least, I hope 
that as you make 
prepara ons for 
Thanksgiving Day, you can 
keep your eyes peeled for 
the way the earth can fill us 
with awe at God’s wonders. 
Whether that means pulling 
your eyes from your phone 
and scanning out the 
windows more on your way 
to grandma’s… whether that 
means marveling at the 
harves ng that’s finishing 
up on our area farms… 
whether that means asking 
your grandpa about the 
nooks and crannies of your 
family deer camp… God’s 
crea on can be a reminder 
of his love and power. 
Maybe not as much as 
Christ’s cross and empty 
tomb, but his crea on is s ll 
reason enough to give him 
thanks and to have songs of 
joy pour forth from our lips. 

Thanking our Creator God 
with you, 

Pastor Voss  

“It was the greatest thing I’ve ever 
done.” That’s how one man described 
the effort he put into a ny 
congrega on ge ng started in Wind 
Lake back in 1997. This layman 
looked back fondly on the 
opportunity he had to work in God’s 
kingdom as a lay leader and to work 
alongside brothers and sisters in 
Christ here at Living Water. 
A ending a December Open Forum 
& Voters’ Mee ng may not seem as 
exci ng as ge ng a congrega on 
started, but it s ll allows you to play 
an important part in God’s kingdom 
and to work with brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

That said, the Open Forum & Voters’ 
Mee ng on Sunday, December 11 
will s ll have plenty of excitement. 
Councilmen will give reports on the 
areas of ministry they have been 
leading and how that is helping us to 
“give the triune God’s pure gospel to 
thirsty souls” as our mission 
statement says. Agenda topics will 
also include next year’s budget, 
adop on of strategic planning 
statements, elec ons for Council 
posi ons, and discussion about 
poten al building projects. As far as 
congrega onal mee ngs go, this 
might be the most ac on-packed and 

most influen al mee ng Living Water 
has held in five years. 

To that end, all adult members, 
especially males over 18 who are 
eligible to vote, are encouraged to 
a end the Open Forum & Voters’ 
Mee ng. It’s a chance for you to help 
inform and shape gospel ministry 
here at Living Water. We have a 
great culture here that makes people 
feel comfortable to voice 
observa ons, state opinions, and ask 
ques ons. Now, we are encouraging 
a congrega onal culture that is 
engaged in proac ve planning and 
implementa on of ministry, so that 
souls are blessed and God is given 
glory. 

Again, seventy-five minutes a er 
worship may not feel as exci ng as 
being part of a core group at a new 
congrega on. But perhaps the 
mee ng on December 11 is one step 
in a journey of your service to the 
church that you can look back on and 
say, “It’s one of the greatest things 
I’ve ever done.” 

ONE OF THE GREATEST THINGS 



 

PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer: 

· As we thank you for the boun ful goodness you have blessed us with in 
America. Give us true Chris an thankfulness to you and prevent our 
material blessings from hindering our trust in you. 

· As we thank you for the generosity of our members who give so much of 
their treasures and me to support the ministry you allow us to do in your 
name. 

· For safe travels for all who will visit family and friends this Thanksgiving 
and holiday season. Send your angels to watch over them. 

· For families who are enduring brokenness and conflict, that your love in 
Christ might conquer all sin in their homes and that your Spirit foster 
Chris an fellowship among them. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
 
November 23—

Thanksgiving Worship & 
Pie Social 

November 30, December 7 
& 14—Fellowship Dinners 
& Midweek Advent 
Services 

December 3—Waterford 
Christmas Parade 

December 11—Open Forum 
& Voters’ Mee ng 

 

We sing the almighty pow’r of God that made the mountains rise, 
that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
We sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 

the moon shines full at his command, and all the stars obey. 

—CW 504 st. 1 

Our Savior was given the name Jesus 
because he would “save his people 
from their sins” (Ma hew 1:21 NIV). In 
Hebrew, Jesus’ name sounds 
something like Yeshua. The name calls 
to mind two Hebrew words—Yahweh 
(the LORD) and shua (deliverance). 
While that name is most appropriate 
for Jesus, it was also given to many 
other Jewish men before Jesus. Many 
Old Testament believers named their 
children in a similar way because they 
trusted in the LORD to save them. 

Some mes, God used men who shared 
Jesus’ Hebrew name to serve and save 

his people. Our midweek Advent 
series will look at three Old Testament 
men who shared Jesus’ Hebrew name 
and served as foreshadows of the 
work Jesus would come to do. By 
ge ng to know these Old Testament 
believers, we get to know Jesus be er 
and we be er appreciate the true 
meaning of his name. 

Midweek Advent worship will be on 
Wednesdays, November 30, 
December 7, and December 14 at 
6:30 pm. A free fellowship dinner will 
be held beginning at 5:30 each 
Wednesday. 
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